
National Judicial Education Program
to Promote Equality for Women and Men in the Courts

395 Hudson Street, 5th Floor  •  New York, New York 10014-3684  •  (212)925-6635
Fax (212) 226-1066  •   E-mail: njep@nowldef.org

Director

Lynn Hecht Schafran, Esq.

Advisory Committee

Hon. Celeste Bremer
Hon. John C. Coughenour

Hon. Martha Craig Daughtrey
Hon. Bernice Bouie Donald

Hon. Lisa Hill Fenning
Anthony B. Fisser

Frances M. Friedman, Esq.
Hon. Michael E. Keasler

Hon. Gladys Kessler
Hon. Joan Dempsey Klein

Hon. Cindy S. Lederman
Observer: A. Leo Levin, Esq.

Percy R. Luney, Jr., Esq.
Edward B. McConnell, Esq.

Hon. Judith McConnell
Dean Louis W. McHardy, Esq.

Hon. Tim Murphy
Hon. Dorothy W. Nelson
Hon. Marilyn Hall Patel

Prof. Judith Resnik
Hon. David Rothman

Hon. W. Terry Ruckriegle
Phyllis N. Segal, Esq.

Hon. Vaino Spencer
Karen Waldrop Thorson

Hon. Rosalie Wahl
Hon. Roger K. Warren

Norma Wikler, Ph.D

a project of the

NOW Legal Defense and
Education Fund

in cooperation with the

National Association of 
Women Judges

PRESENTING MEDICAL EVIDENCE IN AN
ADULT RAPE TRIAL

A New Video Resource

The National Judicial Education Program (NJEP) announces an important new
resource for education about rape trials that is focused on prosecutors but is also rele-
vant to judges, police, probation departments, victim advocates and medical person-
nel.  Presenting Medical Evidence in an Adult Rape Trial is the first video to cap-
ture part of NJEP's highly regarded model curriculum Understanding Sexual Violence:
Prosecuting Adult Rape and Sexual Assault Cases.  An online version of the complete
curriculum is available on the Department of Justice Violence Against Women Office
website at www.vaw.umn.edu/FinalDocuments/usvpros.asp.  The video/self-study
guide was developed under a grant from the Department of Justice Violence Against
Women Office. The model curriculum from which it was drawn, also funded by the
Violence Against Women Office, was developed at the request of judges nationwide
who asked NJEP to adapt its model judicial education curriculum on rape trials to cre-
ate a similar program for prosecutors.

Presenting Medical Evidence in an Adult Rape Trial runs one hour, fifty minutes
in total length and is divided into ten independent segments. Each segment presents a
prosecutor interviewing an expert in a particular area dealing with the presentation of
medical evidence in an adult victim rape trial.  The segments cover the most up-to-
date research available and present it in a clear, concise, useable format geared specif-
ically for prosecutors. Although not a trial manual, there are concrete examples as well
as sections with specific guidance for sex crimes prosecutors.  

The segments are:

I. Introduction
II. Medical Assessment and Evaluation
III. Types of Injury
IV. Colposcope and Forensic Sexual Assault Examination     

Including a Dramatization of an Actual Rape Victim     
Forensic Exam

V. DNA and Drug-Facilitated Rape
VI. Pre-Trial Preparation of the Medical Witness
VII. Admitting Medical Evidence in a Rape Trial
VIII. Cross-Examination of the Medical Witness
IX. Other Ways a Medical Expert Can Help Your Case
X. Conclusion



The videotape is designed for prosecutors to use on an as-needed basis on their own or in small
groups in their offices.  It will be helpful to prosecutors at all different skill levels.  The video-
tape can be viewed in one sitting or segment-by-segment. 

The experts who appear in this videotape include:

·Tamiko Amaker, Esq.
Assistant District Attorney, Office of the District Attorney, Bronx County, NY

·Sam Braverman, Esq.
Criminal Defense Attorney, New York & New Jersey

·Roger Canaff, Esq.
Assistant Commonwealth's Attorney, Alexandria, Virginia

·Donna Gaffney, RN, DNSC, Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner
Director, Forensic Nursing Course, Seton Hall University, New Jersey

·Elise J. Turner, C.N.M., S.A.N.E. Program, Mississippi Coalition 
Against Sexual Assault

·Michael L. Weaver MD, FACEP,  St. Luke's Hospital, Kansas City, Missouri, 
Sexual Assault Center, Associate Clinical Professor UMKC School of Medicine

Viewer Comments:
Presenting Medical Evidence in an Adult Rape Trial was piloted with prosecutors across the
country who completed a detailed evaluation instrument.  In answer to the question whether the
information presented will be helpful to prosecutors who handle rape cases, the evaluators scored
the video 5 on a scale of 1 to 5. Comments from individual viewers included:

"VERY INFORMATIVE"

"OVERALL: EXCELLENT"

"THE INFORMATION IS GREAT."

"IT WAS GOOD TO SEE WHAT ACTUALLY HAPPENS IN A RAPE EXAM. 
DOCTORS DESCRIBING IT DOES NOT COMPARE TO ACTUALLY HAVING 
SEEN ONE."

THE PRE-TRIAL PREPARATION OF THE MEDICAL WITNESS SEGMENT, "IS A 
GREAT SECTION AND WILL REALLY HELP PROSECUTORS IN DEVELOPING 
GOOD RELATIONSHIPS WITH MEDICAL PROVIDERS!"

"THE INFORMATION IS GREAT…THE CONTENT IS SO HELPFUL."

Additional copies of this flyer and more information are
available at www.njep.org/medicalevidence.



Presenting Medical Evidence in an Adult Rape Trial

VIDEO ORDER FORM

Contact Name:___________________________________________________________

Organization Name:_______________________________________________________

Address:________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Phone:_______________________________  Fax:______________________________

Email:__________________________________________________________________

The price of each video is $30.00.  Quantity: _______

Please remit your enclosed payment in the amount of _________ to NOW Legal Defense 
and Education Fund, earmarked for NJEP. You may pay by check or credit card. If you 
wish to pay by credit card, please complete the following:

Check one: ___ Visa ___ Mastercard ___ American Express

Card Number:_________________________ Exp. Date:___/____

Billing Address:__________________________________________________________

Signature:_______________________________________________________________

Mail or fax your order form and payment to:

National Judicial Education Program
395 Hudson Street, 5th Floor

New York, NY 10014
Fax (212)226-1066

Orders cannot be processed until payment is received. Our federal tax ID number, which you
may need for ordering, is 23-7085442. Please allow three weeks for delivery. These prices
include regular postage within the United States. If you are outside the United States,
postage will depend on your location and postal preference, i.e., surface or air.

For more information, contact the National Judicial Education Program at NOW Legal Defense
and Education Fund at (212) 925-6635; Fax: (212) 226-1066, 395 Hudson Street, 5th Floor,
New York, NY 10014-3684.  Email: njep@nowldef.org.


